
P O L I T I C A L  D ATA  J O U R N A L I S M :  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I S U  G R A P H I C S  G R O U P,  F E B R U A R Y  2 8 T H ,  2 0 2 0  



➡ In today’s day and age, information is shared at an 
increasingly fast pace 

➡ Political information, (particularly information on 
politicians and elections) is a constant presence in the 
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– G E N E R A L  A M E R I C A N  P U B L I C ,  2 0 2 0

“AHHHHHHHHHH!!!!” 
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➡ Data collection has also increased, giving the public 
quick access to TONS of information

➡ News organizations and data visualization enthusiasts 
have lots of information to use

➡ Today we’re looking at data visualization innovation in 
election graphics!

➡ Beginning with… graphics from the 1800’s!  



➡  Scribner’s Statistical Atlas 

➡ Followed (and inspired by) 
Francis A. Walker’s 
Statistical Atlas



- P R E FA C E  O F  S C R I B N E R ’ S  S TAT I S T I C A L  AT L A S

“The study of statistics, with the means ordinarily 
at command, is a dry and difficult one.” 
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I N N O VAT I O N  I N  M O D E R N   
E L E C T I O N  G R A P H I C S

➡ Lots of data, so lots of approaches:  

➡ Results 

➡ Turnout  

➡ Predictions 

➡ Campaigns and advertising 

➡ Other fun innovations! 



C A M PA I G N S  &  A D V E R T I S I N G
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N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S  T V  A D  S P E N D I N G ,  2 0 1 6  ( A N D  E A R L I E R )

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/10/21/us/elections/television-ads.html


V O T E R  T U R N O U T



W A S H I N G T O N  P O S T  2 0 1 6  E L E C T I O N  T U R N O U T  V I S U A L S

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2018/politics/voter-turnout/
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N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S :  2 0 1 2  T O  2 0 1 6  “ W AV E ”

➡ Interactive! Let’s take a look.  

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/11/08/us/elections/how-trump-pushed-the-election-map-to-the-right.html


N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S :  2 0 1 6  T O  2 0 1 8  M I D T E R M S  “ W AV E ”

➡ Interactive! Let’s take a look.  

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/11/07/us/politics/how-democrats-took-the-house.html


T H E  G U A R D I A N :  2 0 1 6  T O  2 0 1 8  M I D T E R M S  “ W AV E ”



W A S H I N G T O N  P O S T:  H O W  T R U M P  R E D R E W  T H E  E L E C T O R A L  M A P,  F R O M  S E A  T O  S H I N I N G  S E A

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/politics/2016-election/election-results-from-coast-to-coast/


W A L L  S T R E E T  J O U R N A L :  M I D T E R M  2 0 1 8  R E S U LT S

➡ Interactive! Let’s take a look.  

https://www.wsj.com/graphics/midterm-elections-2018-results/


N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S :  P R E S E N T I N G  R E S U LT S  I N  M U LT I P L E  W AY S

➡ Interactive! Let’s take a look.  

https://www.nytimes.com/elections/2016/results/president


5 3 8  /  N Y T  /  O T H E R S :  R E D R A W I N G  T H E  C O U N T R Y

• States proportional to Electoral Votes 

• States proportional to campaign visits (national popular vote website) 

• States proportional to House and Senate representation

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/11/01/upshot/many-ways-to-map-election-results.html
https://www.nationalpopularvote.com/written-explanation
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5 3 8  /  N Y T  /  O T H E R S :  
R E D R A W I N G  T H E  C O U N T R Y

• Tower diagrams
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V O T I N G  P R E D I C T I O N S



N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S  2 0 1 2  “ W AY S  T O  W I N ”

➡ Interactive! Let’s take a look.  

https://www.nytimes.com/elections/2012/results/president/scenarios.html


5 3 8  2 0 1 6  F O R E C A S T

➡ Lots to cover! Let’s take a look.  

N E W  Y O R K  T I M E S  2 0 1 6  P R E S I D E N T I A L  P R E D I C T I O N S

H U F F I N G T O N  P O S T  2 0 1 6  F O R E C A S T

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2016-election-forecast/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/upshot/presidential-polls-forecast.html
https://elections.huffingtonpost.com/2016/forecast/president


H I G H  S C H O O L  P O L I S TAT  C L A S S  P R E D I C T I O N S

https://polistat.mbhs.edu/


F I V E T H I R T Y E I G H T  2 0 2 0  D E M O C R AT I C  P R I M A R Y  F O R E C A S T

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2020-primary-forecast/


O T H E R  I N N O VAT I O N S
Washington Post



G R A P H I C S  G E T T I N G  P E R S O N A L

• New York 
Times: How 
Birth Year 
Influences 
Political Views 

• Economist: All 
Politics is 
Identity Politics  

• 538: Where 
Democrats and 
Republicans 
Live In Your 
City

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/07/08/upshot/how-the-year-you-were-born-influences-your-politics.html
https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2018/11/03/how-to-forecast-an-americans-vote
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/republicans-democrats-cities/


L E A N  O F  C O N G R E S S  ( X K C D )



L E A N  O F  C O N G R E S S  ( X K C D )



L E A N  O F  C O N G R E S S  ( X K C D )



B L O O M B E R G  N E W S  
E A R LY  F I E L D



B L O O M B E R G  N E W S  
E A R LY  F I E L D



B L O O M B E R G  N E W S  
E A R LY  F I E L D



T H A N K  Y O U !  

L I N K S  F O R  E V E R Y T H I N G  I N C L U D E D  : )


